WALKER’S SOUTHWESTERN LANDFILL PROPOSAL

The EA and JMCC Peer Review process

Walker Environmental Group is undertaking an Environmental Assessment (EA) to build and operate a 17 million-tonne
landfill in Zorra Township in Oxford County. If approved, the Southwestern Landfill will be one of the largest landfills in
Ontario. More information about the project is at www.walkerea.com.

Draft Terms of Reference
released for comment. This is a
binding document that explains
how the EA will be carried out.
JMCC formed by the four
municipalities most directly
affected by the Southwestern
Landfill Proposal: Zorra,
Ingersoll, South-West Oxford
and Oxford County

Examined by Peer Review
Team, which submitted a
number of recommendations
including the addition of health
impact risk assessment as
requested by Medical Officer
of Health

Terms of Reference approved
by Ministry

JAN 2013

MAY 2013

MAR 2016

FEB 2013

Peer Review Team
announced, comprising
approximately 20 specialists
with expertise in the EA’s
study areas

AUG 2013

Revised Draft Terms of
Reference submitted to
Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks and
released for public comment.
Peer Review Team submitted
additional comments

JAN 2017

Peer Review Team reviews
and makes recommendations
on Walker’s updated work
plans. A Human Health Risk
Assessment and Supplementary
Health Review Work Plan are
also developed at this time and
finalized in Nov 2017

FEB/MAR
2017

Alternative Methods Interim
Report released as part of EA
process. Reviewed by the Peer
Review Team with comments
submitted

FEB 2018

JMCC presents Walker with
recommended timeline for Peer
Review Team to complete
EA review

APR 2019

Peer Review Team comments
on Walker’s Draft Land Use
Planning Forecast, with
further comments on the work
plans following in April

MAR 2020

Province grants municipalities
right to support or reject
landfills as part of Bill 197,
COVID-19 Economic Recovery
Act, 2020. This means Walker
will require approval from
all councils affected by the
potential landfill before it
can proceed.

JULY 2020

Walker releases Draft
EA for public review and
comment. The JMCC’s Peer
Review Team Report will be
submitted as part of this
process

AUG 2020

JMCC receives Walker’s technical response to
Draft Peer Review Team Report
WHERE WE ARE NOW: DRAFT PEER REVIEW
TEAM (PRT) REPORT AND WALKER TECHNICAL
RESPONSES NOW AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW.
PRT NOW REVIEWING WALKER RESPONSES AND
FINALIZING PEER REVIEW. FINAL PRT REPORT TO
BE RELEASED IN EARLY 2021.

DEC 2021

JMCC pre-submits Draft
Peer Review Team report
on the Draft EA to Walker
as per agreement

2021 OR BEYOND
Walker updates EA and seeks
support from municipal
councils. If all are in support,
Walker is allowed to submit EA
to Ministry, a step followed by
public comment period
Ministry releases its review of
the EA, marking third and final
opportunity for public comment

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

PEER REVIEW

HAVE YOUR SAY

• A
 Government of Ontario process carried out under the authority of the
Environmental Assessment Act

•

Requested by the Joint Municipal Coordinating Committee (JMCC): Zorra
Township, Town of Ingersoll, South-West Oxford Township and Oxford County

Oxford County residents will soon have their opportunity to share their thoughts
on the proposed private landfill.

•

Will render a final decision by the Minister of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks to either approve or refuse the landfill

•

•

Check Walker’s official Southwestern Landfill Proposal website to find out
when and how you can comment on the EA: www.walkerea.com

•

Walker Environmental Group is responsible for carrying out the EA, which
includes studies on the potential impacts of the landfill, including noise, air
quality, water quality, traffic, land use, human health, culture and archeology,
social wellbeing and more

Will make sure that Walker’s impact studies completely and correctly assess
all of the potential impacts on the people who live in the area, on the whole of
Oxford County, and on the natural environment

•

 his work is funded by Walker and overseen by the JMCC, but is carried out
T
by an independent team of experts

•

Check for updates on the JMCC website: www.oxfordreviewteam.ca.

It’s important to get your comments in at the earliest opportunity.

www.oxfordreviewteam.ca

